CHAPTER FORTY-ONE
THE RETURN FROM LOSSIEMOUTH
Before MacDonald left London, when the House rose for
the summer recess in 1931, he made all the necessary
arrangements for his speedy return when he got the signal
that the train had been laid. Members of Parliament had
been warned that circumstances might arise that would
necessitate the reassembly of Parliament before the stipulated
date in October. The Speaker had been authorized to summon
Members if and when the Prime Minister informed him that
such action was necessary.
The business that was to call Members together was the
international situation. The Seven Power Conference had
been a failure, and it was feared that the German situation
might precipitate a European crisis. This was the reason that
MacDonald gave for arranging for the recall of Members.
The true reason was something quite different. MacDonald
endeavoured to make it appear that the reassembly of Parlia-
ment was uncertain, whereas he knew that it was definite and
inevitable if his premeditated purpose had to be achieved.
Finally, the Post Office had everything ready, awaiting instruc-
tions. Everything went according to plan. After only three
days in Lossiemouth, MacDonald received a communication
from London that matters had developed so far as to warrant
his 'sitting in* at the game himself. He had expected the
call. c I knew my holiday would be a broken one/ he
admitted later.
He set out for London. Long before he arrived at .King's-
Cross, at 7.30 a.m. on n August 1931, he had realized that
his difficulties would increase from the moment when he
stepped off the train. His anxiety and nervousness must have
been overwhelming, for he was about to bring off the biggest
coup of his life. He knew that, in a few days, he would be
the centre of interest, not only in London, but throughout the
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